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Intro:

2 Roads - {1 unto life, 1 unto destruction}
2 trees - {1 unto fruitfulness, 1 unto failure}
2 Foundations - {1 will stand, 1 will fall}

The Sermon On the Mnt. Begins w/Blessings, & its End is Stern & Severe!

Read Text!

Our Key this morning is OBEDIENCE!

Even the Jewish Mishna knows, “To learn is not the main thing, but to Practice!”

Jesus knows many will treat him as Ezekiel was treated! (read Ez.33:30-32)

A religious teacher has 2 great causes of grief: (1) Many will not hear him at all. Or, (2) Many will hear, perhaps admire, yet will not do!

Lets look at 4 things: [1] All Men are Building! [2] All Builders have a choice of Foundations. [3] All Foundations will be tried. [4] Only one Foundation will stand!

ALL MEN ARE BUILDING!

Q: Have you ever had a fantasy to build your dream house? What would it look like?(ranch style, Spanish, Mediterranean?) How big would it be? Color? How many rooms? 

Jesus says we are all construction workers! We are all building a house! Not only the “doer” is building, but the “hearer” is building also!

The hearing of the Lord’s saying set him to work, work that would assign him shelter & comfort.









He was practical & persevering, & didn’t leave off till it was complete.

Yet, thou he was industrious, he was Foolish!

ALL BUILDERS HAVE A CHOICE OF FOUNDATIONS!

1 Cor. 3:9 & 11 {We are God’s building / Jesus is the foundation!}

The “Foundation” Jesus refers to here is clearly Obedience to God’s word!

An obedience that is evidence of true faith! (James 2:14)

Obedience - It’s not wanting to do it, but doing it!

No matter how powerfully we assert our faith, Jesus still calls it “not doing” - Rich young ruler(Mt.19 - I’m doing the law, nope!)

Hearing how to Floss your teeth & flossing are 2 diff. things!

You can learn how to, study the charts, buy all the top of the line floss{mint flavored, diff. shape thread, fancy holders....} - Yet, if you don’t floss - your teeth will start to rot & great will be their fall!

Same with those of us who hear on Sun. am, study, but every new bible that comes out, every study help, Yet, don’t do the things contained in them!

Daniel said, “...the people who know their God shall be strong, & carry out great exploits!”(Dan.11:32)

Today, “Many will Wrangle for Religion; Write for it; Fight for it; Die for it; anything but - Live for it!”

We must give full Obedience to our King!

Read #3929 “A kings invitation is never to be answered but obeyed!”











ALL FOUNDATIONS WILL BE TRIED!

“Storm Warning!” - Storms/Trials come to both sincere & insincere professors. The trials operate in precisely the same way; but the result is very diff.!

The storm comes from: Above, from Beneath, & from All Sides. The trials come: Rain, Floods, & Wind!

Note - No screen is interposed on the Wise mans’ house! All 3 beat upon both houses!

Expect Storms Wise builders! Cling to your immovable support!

ONLY ONE FOUNDATION WILL STAND!

The storm can rage even over the house, but it cannot shatter that union between you the building & its Foundation!

See “Heart of the Staff”.

“It didn’t fall” - It may have suffered damage here & there, & it may have looked very weather-beaten; but it fell not.

Let the Rock of ages be praised, if after terrible tribulation, it can be said of our faith, “It fell not”; for it was founded upon the Rock!

“It is not in the Men who build; or in the Materials w/which they build; but in the Foundation on which they build.The Foundation is everything!”

“It Fell” - It was a fine building, it promised to stand for ages; but it fell!

Its chief weakness was underground, in the secret place of the foundation.











Note: In looking at a house the foundation is hidden, you don’t see it until it’s exposed. {next door has no footing}

 We had to flee our condemned faulty foundation, & build a new deeper foundation. {Soils were expandable/soak; Deeper & wider footings/meant more concrete; Double re-bar in some areas; wire mesh}

“...Great was it’s fall” - The crash was terrible.

This was the result of the folly of those satisfied w/hearing & neglects doing!

Have you been coming here week after week, yet aren’t following what we’re learning about - Great will be your fall!

Have you a parent , friend, co-worker, friend at school, whom you’ve said, “well they know the Lord but don’t actually follow Him!” Is there such a Christian?

Some say, “well you can know Him as Savior but not nec. as Lord!” Oh?

In “The World Almanac & Book of Facts 1991”professing bel.’s within the church had reached 1,711,897,000 or nearly 1/3 of the pop. of the world!

In Amer. those claiming to be “Born Again” climbed from 33% in 1978, to 38% in 1988. {as exciting as those statistics sound, I bel. they will differ greatly from another book, the Lamb’s Book of Life!}

The argument goes: “A sinner may be Saved by accepting Him as Savior w/o yielding to Christ for Him as Lord.”

We are called to Bel. on the Person of Christ (all that He is) not on one of his offices!

Tozer said, “It is altogether doubtful whether any man can be saved who comes to Christ for His help, but w/no intention to obey Him?”

Christ’s Saviorhood is forever united to His Lordship!

Rom.10:9-13 {Lord 3 times}

When the Philippian jailer asked the way to be saved, Paul replied, “Bel. on the Lord J.C., & thou shalt be saved(Acts 16:31).

He did not say, “Bel. on the Savior” w/the thought that he could later take up the matter of his Lordship & settle it at His own convenience.”

The Book of Acts - speaks of Savior 2 times, Lord 92 times!

Does He automatically become “The Lord” of every part of our life from the beginning? No, but we should be growing in the knowledge of all He is to us.

Let’s not think that we can bel. on His Saviorhood while rejecting His Lordship! 

The 2 Ways tell us - To examine the cost of our profession!
The 2 Trees tell us - To investigate whether our lives have really changed?
The 2 Houses tell us - That true faith in Christ will last, not only in the storms of life, but also in the final judgment!









The Result of His Sermon (vs.28,29)

“Astonished” - Was that all? It was no fault on their part to be astonished, but a grave crime to be astonished and nothing more!}

“He taught as one w/Authority” - He did not raise questions, nor speak w/hesitations, neither did he site authorities, nor hide his own authority behind great names. He taught as one having authority!

So after giving this sermon they all followed Jesus & believed every word! Nope! {Read C.S.Lewis pg.191,192}

