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1. Intro:
1.1. A Pastor mispronounced the 2 ladies names in vs.2 as “Odious & Soon-Touchy”!
1.1.1. “We still have people in the church that are either Odious or Soon-Touchy.” {Soon-Touchy easily gets her feelings hurt, while Odious delights in hurting others feelings!}
1.2. If we Pray as we ought(4-7); Think as we ought(8,9); The Peace of God will Guard us(7), Go with us(9), & Give unto us the Power(10-13) & the Material Needs(14-20) we need for life & service.
1.3. Paul didn’t have a wealthy organization to support him, but he did have a Great God who enabled generous friends to meet his needs.
1.4. We are going to look at: 
[1] 4 Attributes of Paul’s Sufficiency! 
[2] 3 Attributes of the Philippi’s Generosity!
[3] 3 Attributes of God’s Liberality!

Four Attributes of Paul’s Sufficiency.
1. PAUL IS AFFIRMING (10)
1.5. Paul is affirming…“your care flourished AGAIN”!
1.5.1. It has been about 10 years that Philippi has shown concern for Paul’s welfare & ministry!
1.6. Paul returns to the theme of ch.1 “Partnership” in the gospel [Read 1:3-5]
1.7. Vs.10b – A quick qualifier! 
1.7.1. Paul didn’t want to be misunderstood!


1.7.2. Quote: The Best of Dear Abby [R.D.Jones put an add in his small town newspaper…but there was a typographical error]

1.7.3. Here was a problem of Caring, yet not having opportunity. “Often we have opportunity…but don’t care!”

2. PAUL IS CONTENTED (11)
2.1. Here are some proverbs & sayings on Contentment!
· Content is the philosopher's stone that turns all it touches into gold.

· Enjoy your own life without comparing it with that of another.

· If we have not quiet in our minds, outward comfort will do no more for us than a golden slipper on a gouty foot.     [John Bunyan]

· When life isn't the way you like, like it the way it is.  [Jewish Proverb]

· Since the house is on fire, let us warm ourselves.  [Italian Proverb]

· [Helen Keller]

  They took away what should have been my eyes, 

  (But I remembered Milton's Paradise) 

  They took away what should have been my ears, 

  (Beethoven came and wiped away my tears) 

  They took away what should have been my tongue, 

  (But I had talked with God when I was young) 

  He would not let them take away my soul, 

  Possessing that, I still possess the whole. 

2.2. When it comes to Contentment are you a Thermometer or a Thermostat?
2.2.1. Thermometers – Merely register what ever the climate is around them! 
Thermostats - Maintain a mature attitude in spite of life’s highs & lows!

2.3. Q: Do you wish to have the gift of contentment like Paul? 
Well….it’s not a gift! - It is “learned”(11). 
It is developed over time thru a growing trust in Christ.

3. PAUL IS FLEXIBLE (12)
3.1. Be Content to live in Plenty( or Poverty(!
3.2. We must be able to “mount up w/wings like eagles”, but we must also know how to “come down”!
3.2.1. Are we able to live in life’s Valley’s?
3.2.2. Being able to “do all things” was referring to mostly things of abasement, hunger, & when we suffer needs! 
3.2.3. The children of Israel weren’t content in 1 of their 1st valley’s!
3.2.3.1. Read Numb.11:1,4-6,10-15,31-34.
3.3. Let’s mount back up with the Eagles. {some have learned to be abased, but not how to abound!}
3.3.1. Sometimes I believe it’s easier being the Beagle rather than the Eagle!
3.3.2. Have you ever felt dizzy when you reached a mnt. Peak? (so do some Christains!)
3.3.3. Q: On a Roller Coaster which is scarier: the Dip at the bottom or the Pinnacle at the top?
Q: Is it easier to carry a cup that is ½ full or 1 that is full? {It’s harder to keep your mortal hand steady!}
3.3.4.  More Christians seem to bring more disgrace to the name of Christ in Prosperity than in Adversity!
3.3.4.1. When were satisfied w/earth we’re content to do w/o heaven!
3.4. We need to learn how to sail w/a faint breeze or in a powerful gale!
3.5. Our Prayer: “Lord, Teach us “how to be full” – “Let not the gifts thy love bestows estrange our hearts from thee!”

4. PAUL IS CONFIDENT (13)
4.1. Q: Where do you put the emphasis on this verse? On, “I can do” or on “Through Christ”?
4.1.1. If we rely on Christ’s power we can face all circumstances w/perfect contentment!
4.1.2. This was a confidence in Christ’s Sufficiency!
4.1.3. Story - John Henry Jowett told about a small village where an elderly woman died. She died penniless, uneducated, unsophisticated, but during her lifetime her selfless service had made a tremendous impact for Christ. 
On her tombstone they chiseled the words, "She did what she couldn't."

4.2. Paul never said: {Swindoll}
“I can do all things through Education!”
“I can do all things through Money!”
“I can do all things through Power!”
“I can do all things through Positive Thinking!”
    * Someone had defined Positive Thinking as “self improvement by self-deception!”
“I can do all things through Confidence in myself!”

Three Attributes of the Philippi’s Generosity.

1. THEY HAD COMPASSION (14,15)
1.1. Vs.14 – It says we “do well if we share in others Distresses”! 
1.1.1. Today there are many saints in Distress around the globe: In China, Cuba, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Iran, & Uzbekistan.
1.1.2. Today is the “Int. Day of Prayer, for the Persecuted church!”
1.1.3. Statistics – 156,000 Christians were martyred last year!
1.1.3.1. [That’s 17 every hour! That’s 1 every 3 min.’s & 52 sec.’s!]
1.1.3.2. Read – Global News Briefs
1.2. Vs.15 – A metaphor is used here from the business world.
1.2.1. “Concerning” = “as to an account”.
1.2.2. The Philippians by their contributions had “opened an account” w/him. {credit & debit/deposit & withdrawls}

2. THEY HAD FRUIT (16,17)
2.1. Here’s some fruit to your account: “We are known as the church that takes care of  peoples needs!”
2.1.1. We are referred from other churches, apt. buildings, we even got one from Riv. Social Services.
2.1.2. We support approx. 25-27 Missionary’s or Organizations.
2.1.3. That’s your fruit…if you financially give!
2.1.4. What a blessing it is for me to see your fruit!
2.2. 2 Cor.9:10,11 “Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.”

3. THEY HAD SACRIFICIAL COMMITMENT (18)
3.1. “I am full” – amply supplied(NIV)
3.1.1. Full, had a commercial meaning, “to receive a sum in full & give a receipt.”
3.2. This was an offering scented w/your favorite perfume or cologne. One where God’s nostrils go (sniff) Woah!
3.3. “Well pleasing to God” – Every Christian has a personal calling to Please God! {Geneva Study Bible}
3.3.1. We can please Him by: Faith(Heb.11:5,6); Praise(Ps.69:30,31); Generosity(Heb.13:16); Obedience to authority(Rom.13:1); Simple-mindedness in Christian service(2 Tim. 2:4).

Three Attributes of God’s Liberality!
1. JEHOVAH JIREH (19) 

1.1. “My God…your needs…His riches.”
1.1.1. Paul saw the 3 blend beautifully in his own life & was confident that God would do the same for his beloved Philippians.
1.2. “No gift ever made any man the poorer!” {He who gives makes himself richer, for his own gift opens to him the gifts of God!} [Barclay]
1.3. “Needs” – Material & Spiritual!

2. GLORY (20)
2.1. He deserves the Glory! It’s Him! 
2.2. You might say, “ but my health is failing; my marriage isn’t on the rocks, it’s over the cliffs, or my kids don’t respect me anymore. How do I Glorify Him?
2.3. Here’s a ch.4 survey of why God deserves all the Glory! It’s because it’s all of Him, listen!
2.3.1. Vs.1 – We stand fast, in the Lord.
Vs.4 - We Rejoice, in the Lord.
Vs.6 – We let our requests, be known to God.
Vs.7 – We receive the peace, of God.
Vs.9 – We follow Paul’s example & gain, the God of Peace.
Vs.13 – We can do all things, through Christ.
Vs.19 – We can rest because, God shall supply all our needs.

3. GRACE (23)
3.1. Grace is probably Paul’s favorite Theme!
3.1.1. Jn.1:17 “For the law was given through Moses, 
but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”

4. End:
4.1. Contentment!
As author Zig Zigler says, "If life hands you a lemon, take the lemon and make lemonade." 
Charles Goodyear's lemon was a prison sentence, resulting from a contempt of court citation. While in prison, Goodyear didn't complain. Instead, he became an assistant in the kitchen. While there, he continued to work on an idea. In the process he discovered a method for vulcanizing rubber. His lemon, a prison sentence, became our lemonade. We have better tires, which means better travel and a better way of life.
