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1.1. Intro:
1.1.1. Q: How Important is prayer?
1.1.2. Look how much of God’s word is given over to Prayer? – How many people do we find using the avenue of prayer?(name some) – At what time of day? – How often? – In what circumstances? – How many words are used in the Bible for Prayer? (pray, prayer, ask, seek, knock, petition, plead, beg, beseech, entreat, Implore,…) 

1.1.2.1. We even see Jesus praying…often! & He has not quit! 
1.1.2.2. Rom.8:34 “It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”
1.1.3. Also the H.S.

1.1.4. Yet, unfortunately the song, “And I did it, My Way” still describes many of our lives as Christians!
1.2. Lets be like Corrie Ten Boon who made prayer her steering wheel & not her “spare tire!”
1.2.1.1. Not only a spare, but those skinny fake spares the new cars come w/now?
1.3. Outline: The Christian’s Prayer Life, Public Life, & Private Life.

1.4. THE CHRISTIANS PRAYER LIFE! (2-4)
1.4.1. Here is a good motto for 1998…“Continue earnestly in Prayer!”
1.5. The Quaker Thomas Kelly said, “There is one way of ordering our life on more than one level at once. On one level we can be thinking, discussing, seeing, calculating, meeting all the demands of external affairs. But deep within, behind the scenes at a profounder level, we may also be in prayer & adoration, song & worship, & a gentle receptiveness to Divine breathings.”

1.6. HOW TO PRAY? (2)
1.6.1. Earnestly – “to persist, to busy oneself with, to adhere to.”
1.6.2. Not like the man on a diet who, driving past his favorite bakery praying, “I’ll only stop if there’s a parking spot right in front of the door”…& low & behold after the 8th time around the block…there it was!
1.6.3. No, Don't ask God for what you think is good; ask him for what he thinks is good for you.
1.7. We need to be Addicted to Prayer! (websters/addiction = devoted, wholly given over to”)
1.7.1. Vigilant – “to be awake, to stay awake, to be watchful.”
1.7.2. A watchman for your: “spouse, children, grandchildren, business, employment, friends, city, country, church, pastor”! 
1.8. Also, “Don't pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment with the Lord and keep it.”
1.8.1. Thanksgiving – 
1.8.2. Thankfulness is the soil in which joy thrives.
1.8.3. It is a bad moment for an atheist when he feels grateful--whom does he thank?
1.9. I grumbled because I had to get up every morning--until one morning I couldn't get up.

1.9.1. To sum up the 3: Praying involves “a Persevering will, an alert mind, & a grateful heart!”
1.10. Q: Which of the 3 do you need to work on?

1.11. WHAT TO PRAY FOR? (3,4)
1.12. “Great things happen when man & mountains meet!”
1.13. Phillips Brooks “Do not pray for easy lives, Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers, Pray for powers equal to your task.”
1.13.1. Paul prayed for an Open Door – A Door = an opportunity in the N.T.
1.13.2. They wanted an open door to share the Word.
1.14. Interesting, not an open “prison” door, but an open door “to share”!
1.14.1. Paul prayed for Clarity – manifest = to make clear,clarity.
1.14.2. Not like many churches that have “a mist in the pulpit & a fog in the pews”! We are to be clear & understood.

1.14.2.1. The story is told about an old American Indian who attended a church service one Sunday morning. The preacher's message lacked real spiritual food, so he did a lot of shouting and pulpit pounding to cover up his lack of preparation. In fact, as it is sometimes said, he "preached up quite a storm." After the service, someone asked the Indian, who was a Christian, what he thought of the minister's message. Thinking for a moment, he summed up his opinion in six words: "High wind. Big thunder. No rain." 
1.14.3. How this describes many preachers in our day & age!

1.14.4. Spurgeon once commented, “Christ said, ‘Feed my sheep…Feed My lambs.’ Some preachers, however, put the food so high that neither sheep nor lambs can reach it. They seem to have read the text, ‘Feed my giraffes.”

1.14.5. A teaching/pastors greatest compliment is, “you make the bible understandable!” 
1.15. We should have 3 goals in mind when we preach/share:
1.15.1.1. [1] Instruct the mind. [2] Stir the heart. [3] Motivate the will.

1.16. THE CHRISTIANS PUBLIC LIFE! (5,6)
1.16.1. We need to watch our March(walk) & our Mouth!
1.17. Read – 1 Pet.3:15-17
1.18. March/WALK!
1.18.1. There are 2 ways to serve a meal: 
1 way is to lay out the spread(thanksgiving dinner)
Another way is to put the same meal in a gigantic bowl(stir). 
* The meals are equally nourishing but not equally appetizing. 
* It is not only what you serve, but how you serve it!
1.19. So, how are you serving it?

1.20. Mouth/SPEECH!
1.20.1. Salty, savory – not dull, sanctimonious vocabulary that seems to be demanded in some church circles.
1.20.2. (Hughes) It is thoughtful speech, words w/content. - It is joyful, even witty. -This is what salty speech meant in classical Greek.
1.20.3. (lkgnt) “spoke of sparkling conversation, speech dotted w/witty or clever remarks.”
1.20.4. (Lightfoot) “Speech that gives flavor to the discourse & recommends it to the pallet as well as speech which preserves from corruption & renders wholesome.”
1.20.4.1. James 3 says our tongues will give either Direction(it is a bit or a rudder); or be Destructive(fire, poisonous animal); or be a Delight (a fruitful tree, a spring)
1.20.4.2. “Blessed is the man who, having nothing to say, abstains from giving us wordy evidence of the fact.” [George Eliot]

1.21. “The most influential of all educational factors is the conversation in a child's home.” [William Temple]
1.21.1. A prayer for your mouth, Ps.141:3 “Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.”

1.22. THE CHRISTIANS PRIVATE LIFE! (7-18)
1.22.1. Even an Apostle can’t get the job done alone!
1.22.2. How grateful Paul was for the saints serving with him & in Colosse.
1.22.3. Teamwork! 
1.22.4. The Sequoia trees of California tower as much as 300 feet above the ground. Strangely, these giants have unusually shallow root systems that reach out in all directions to capture the greatest amount of surface moisture. Seldom will you see a redwood standing alone because high winds would quickly uproot it. That's why they grow in clusters. Their intertwining roots provide support for one another against the storms. 
1.22.5. Support is what Jesus wanted from Peter, James, and John in Gethsemane as he faced Calvary. 
1.22.5.1. Paul’s support system was his friends in ministry! 
1.23. God used this team as a divine symphony,…& the music was beautiful! 

1.24. HIS 2 MESSENGER FRIENDS (7-9)
1.24.1. Tychicus – Paul’s carrier/errand boy: of the Colosse epistle, the Eph. Letter, the letter to Philemon, (poss. The letter to the Laodiceans)& here mentioned a carrier of Paul’s news!
1.24.2. Beloved, Faithful, Servant, Comforter.
1.24.3. Q: What words would your friends use to describe you?
1.25. A friend is one who walks in when others walk out.

1.25.1. Onesimus -  The once run-away slave of Philemon. 
1.26. He once was “useless” (Phil.11). He had stolen from Philemon, & fled to Ephesus & then on to Rome where he hoped to hide from his earthly master, but instead he ran into his Heavenly Master.
1.26.1. Faithful, Beloved.
1.27. HIS 3 JEWISH FRIENDS (10,11)
1.27.1. Aristarchus – Paul’s companion caught by the followers in Ephesus (Acts 19:29 So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul's travel companions.)
1.28. Fellow prisoner.

1.28.1. Mark(John Mark) – Author of Marks gospel.
1.28.2. Mark abondoned Paul earlier on the shores of Pamphylia. Later Barnabas insisted Mark come along, which resulted in a separation whereas Barnabus recruited Silas. 
1.28.3. As one put it Paul was not running “Holy Land Tours”, he didn’t want anyone fainthearted on his team. But here we are 12 years later w/Mark ministering to Paul here in prison.
1.29. Instruction giver.

1.29.1. Jesus/Justus – We don’t know anything else about Justus. 
1.30. Yet, who remembers the name of Charles Lindbergh’s mechanic?
1.30.1. He was a Fellow worker, a Comfort to Paul.
1.31. HIS 3 GENTILE FRIENDS (12-14)
1.31.1. Epaphras – The imprisoned Colosse pastor(Philemon 23).
1.31.2. Here he prays for the Colosse church to stand firm against the heretics.
1.31.3. Paul vouched for him, he is working hard for you!
1.32. Bondservant, Laborer in prayer, great Zeal.
1.32.1. Luke – Author of Gospel of Luke, Acts. And a careful historian.
1.33. Greek physician (only here does it give his occupation, was it because he gave Paul medical attention?) 
1.33.1. Demas – Here was Paul’s Fly in his ointment!
1.34. A co-worker who eventually forsakes Paul (2 Tim.4:10 “for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world,”)
1.34.1. Aristarchus, Mark, & Justus Stayed; Epaphras Prayed; & Demas Strayed!
1.35. HIS 2 HOME CHURCH FRIENDS (15-18)
1.35.1. Nymphas – (him/her?)
1.36. Home bible study leader(church in their house).
1.36.1. Archippus – (Philemon 2, church  in your house).
1.37. A Colossian believer who assumed Epaphras’ place as pastor during his imprisonment.
1.37.1. These are “some” of Paul’s Golden Friends!
1.37.2. A reporter asked Andrew Carnegie how he had hired forty-three millionaires. Carnegie responded that those men had not been millionaires when they started working for him but had become millionaires as a result. The reporter's next question was, "How did you develop these men to become so valuable to you that you have paid them this much money?" Carnegie replied that men are developed the same way gold is mined. When gold is mined, several tons of dirt must be moved to get an ounce of gold; but one doesn't go into the mine looking for dirt -- one goes in looking for the gold. 
1.37.3. That's exactly the way Paul viewed the people God sent him. Don't look for the flaws, warts, and blemishes. Look for the gold, not for the dirt; the good, not the bad.

1.38. Vs.18 – “The chain clanked afresh as Paul took the pen to sign the salutation.” (RWP)
