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“Foolish Favoritism!”


1. Intro:
1.1. He we have more practical & authentic living for the believer!
1.1.1. James continues in defining what is “True religion” & “Real Faith”!
1.1.2. So here James says, “here’s what pure religion looks like! It looks like loving your neighbor!”
1.1.2.1. So how do we? “By passing up the pull of Prejudice & Partiality!”
1.2. James introduces his topic(“Partiality”) in vs. 1; Illustrates it in vs.2-4; Explains it in vs.5-11; & then applies it in vs.12,13.
2. FAULTY FAVORITISM!  (1-5)
2.1. (1) Partiality = undue or unfair partiality.
2.1.1. Pandering to someone who is rich or influential or popular!
2.1.2. Unduly influenced by a person’s social status or prestige or power or wealth.
2.1.3. James is clear, faith in Christ & partiality are incompatible!
2.1.3.1. This word is only used in 3 other places in the N.T. & each is used to assure us that “the Father is not a respecter of persons”. {When He judges He always judges the heart & never the outward appearance!}
2.1.4. The word literally means “the receiving of one’s face!”

2.1.4.1. Referring to someone w/biased judgment based on externals. 

2.1.4.2. James isn’t coming against someone w/discernment that comes from a thorough understanding of another’s character, but instead a superficial judgement based on outward appearances.

2.1.4.3. Prejudice comes from a Latin noun that emphasizes a prejudgment of someone, causing us to form an opinion w/o knowing the facts.


2.2. In verses 2 & 3 James gives a great illustration of this snobbery that was invading the church. 
2.3. (2,3) Gold rings - The Roman philosopher Seneca has written, “we adorn our fingers w/rings; a gem is fitted to every joint.”
2.3.1. They wore them on every finger (except the middle) & usually more than one on each finger.

2.4. Fine apparel…filthy clothes – 
2.4.1. The normal toga of the Romans was white, as was the robe of the Jews. Political candidates even wore a brighter white by rubbing their garment w/chalk. 

2.4.2. Q: Do you see people in terms of character or clothing?
2.4.3. Don’t cater to the rich or ignore the poor.
2.5. This is what forced John Wesley(the founder of Methodism) to preach the gospel in the fields & graveyards(in 1789), because 18th cent. England had become so elitist & inhospitable to the common man. 

2.5.1. Ironically 100 years later, a Methodist man named William Booth(founder of the Salvation army), found himself fighting the same battle in Methodism. 

2.5.2. Read Booth’s account (Hughes pg.88,89)
2.5.2.1. He was later kicked out of the Methodists. Went through 14 years of poverty before he started the Salvation Army.

2.5.3. Class distinctions are still very real in most parts of the world. 
2.5.3.1. Q: Do you think it was hard for master & slave to sit next to each other at church? 
2.5.3.2. This was not to be tolerated in the church!
2.5.3.3. Q: When men meet in the presence of the King of Glory can there really be distinction of rank or prestige? (see vs.1, Jesus as “the Lord of Glory”!)

2.5.3.4. Q: What will you share standing before the splendid Throne of Glory of your rank or prestige. 
2.5.3.4.1. Ezekiel describes the 4 living creatures around Gods throne in Ez.1:24 “When they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when they stood still, they let down their wings.”
2.5.3.4.2. And we’re going to say, “Lord, I am a banker!” “I’m a movie star!” “I was a Pro athlete!”

2.6. (3a) Some pastors are taken in by the “Big Givers!”
2.6.1. If you’ve ever given to impress the pastor here…I’ve never seen it! 
2.6.1.1. Not only, I didn’t see it, but surely God didn’t see it either!
2.7. Sit here, stand there – 

2.7.1. There were “chief seats” in the synagogues in that day. 
2.7.1.1. Mt.23:6 “They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,”

2.7.1.2. In the synagogue in Capernaum it looks like there is 2 rows of seats(upper & lower) all around the wall. But it is actually one seat with the lower “seat” being the footstool/foot bench. 

2.7.1.3. There are churches today that have these “special seats” up next to the pulpit. (New Age church Kelly & I visited years back)

2.7.1.4. A Cartoon in Leadership magazine said, “Venice Church announces its Frequent Attender program--free upgrades to aisle seats and complimentary chocolate-on-the-pillow treatment.”


2.8. (4) This shows 2 things they did wrong:
2.8.1. [1] What was done – they became judges(they discriminated based on appearance)
2.8.2. [2]  Why it was done – evil thoughts/motives. Maybe they catered to the rich in hopes of selfish gain?
2.9. Quote Chuck Colson (Hughes pg.92,93)
2.10. Q: What is our attitude in our hearts toward the poor, toward the homeless, toward other races, toward the uneducated? Do we favor the privileged?
2.10.1. Q: Did favoritism come into play at all this morning on where you didn’t sit down?
2.10.2. Partiality comes into play when I say, “I’m the pastor I can park here! I’m just running in to get something!” (guilty)
2.10.2.1. Bill Hybels(Willow Creek Community Church) was busted by 1 of the churches maintenance staff. In parking in a “No Parking place”. He said “I'm not the exception to church rules, nor am I the exception to sexual rules or financial rules or any of God's rules. As a leader, I am not an exception; I'm to be the example. According to Scripture, I am to life in such a way that I can say, "Follow me. Park where I park. Live as I live."


2.10.3. How many churches in picking board members have held to the notion, “If he can run a successful business, he can run the church”?
2.10.3.1. When the 1st order of business for the church was needed who did they look for? Acts 6:3 "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;”

3. REASONING AGAINST FAVORITISM!  (5-7)
3.1. (5) The gospel offers so much to the poor & demanded so much from the rich that it was the poor who were swept into the church. 
3.1.1. God places “value” on the man whom the world says is “valueless”!
3.2. The ground is level at the foot of the cross!
3.2.1. Mark 12:41-44 “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; "for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood."

3.2.2. “Though Jesus remained seated, he was inwardly giving her a standing ovation.”


3.3. Mother Theresa had this nailed down when she said, “By blood and origin, I am all Albanian. My citizenship is Indian. I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the whole world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to Jesus.”


3.4. (6,7) Prejudice ignores the universality of sin. 
3.5. James wasn’t condemning the rich but the conduct of the rich!
3.5.1. In the ancient world there was a custom of summary arrest where if a creditor met a debtor on the street, he could seize him by the neck of his robe, nearly throttling him, & literally drag him to the law-courts.


3.6. Read – Lk.14:12-14
4. THE PERILS OF PARTIALITY! (8-13)
4.1. (8-11) The Royal Law!
4.1.1. What it is: It is the Royal law of Love, which came from heaven, & was lived out by the Royal King Jesus!
4.1.2. Where it is found: 
4.1.2.1. Deut.6:4 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”
4.1.2.2. Expanded in the 1st 4 commandments: [1] No gods before Him [2] Make no idols [3] Not misuse the name of the Lord [4] Keep the Sabbath holy.


4.1.2.3. Lev.19:18 “…you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”
4.1.2.4. Expanded in the last 6 commandments: [5] Honor parents [6] Not murder [7] Not commit murder [8] Not steal [9] Not give false testimony against your neighbors [10] Not covet.

4.1.2.5. In the parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus defined “neighbor” for us, {& it wasn’t Mister Rodgers!} “any needy human whom God gives us an opportunity to help.”

4.1.3. Keeping the Royal Law of Love! (8)
4.1.3.1. Then “you do well”! (You are doing well, NASB; You are doing right, NIV)
4.1.3.2. Why favoritism & partiality is so bad is because it is the opposite of the great commandment!
4.1.3.3. Jesus showed so many times how impartial He was. He talked to a woman who was a stranger(at the well). He spoke to a Samaritan woman no less! He dined w/sinners. He let a immoral woman anoint his feet w/perfumed oil. He dealt with Jew/Gentile; male/ female; bond/free.

4.1.4. Breaking the Royal Law of Love! (9-11)
4.1.4.1. So how serious is this “one sin” of showing partiality?…”Everyone does it you know!”

4.1.4.2. You commit sin(9a); you commit transgression(9b); you’re guilty of breaking ALL the law(10a); then makes this sin as notorious as Murder & adultery(11).

4.1.4.3. “James sees the law as a seamless garment which, when ripped in one place, tears the whole garment.”…This doesn’t mean we’ve committed every individual sin mentioned in the Law, but that we’ve broken the “seamless garment of the whole law!” 


4.1.4.4. We saw the sad tragedy on the news this week of what one leak can do to the 118 aboard that Russian Kursk submarine.
4.2. Q: Wouldn’t it be nice if all our relationships were guided by the royal law of love?
4.2.1. Q: Do you hold prejudice against people who have been divorced? Emotionally ill? Belong to a different political party? A different ethnic background? 
4.3. (12,13) Speak & do!
4.3.1. James is basically saying that “real faith” is not only avoiding the big sins like adultery & murder, but how we treat people, especially the needy. 
4.3.2. What can I do individually?
4.3.2.1. Q: How is my heart in this matter of favoritism? Am I transgressing the Royal Law of Love? Or am I waiting triumphantly for the reward seat of Christ regarding this area?
4.3.3. What can we do corporately as a body?
4.3.3.1. Whatever area our church is strong in is because we have worked at strengthening those areas!
4.3.3.2. Q: What can be done to strengthen the underprivileged, the poor, or those going through temporary hard times? 
4.4. Mercy!
4.4.1. Mt 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.”
4.5. So what will it be for you today, the “Royal law of Love” or the “sin of partiality”?
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