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“Born to …!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Outline: When Born again we are: Born to Love & Obey; Born to Victory; Born to Assurance; Born to Pray; Born Secure.
1.1.1. Haven’t found where we were…”Born to be Wild!” (Steppenwolf)

2. BORN TO LOVE & OBEY! (1-3)
2.1. (1-3) When you’re born of God – you’re born to love! {love who?}

2.1.1. (1b) You will love the Father(Him who begot); & Jesus(him who is begotten). 
2.1.2. (2) And we will love His children…for you all belong to the same family!
2.1.3. (3) True love brings about obedience to Him. 
2.1.3.1. Note definition! – “To love God is to Obey God!”
2.1.3.2. Ignatius of Loyola prayed, “Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest: to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask for any reward save that of knowing that we do thy will.”

3. BORN TO VICTORY!  (4,5)
3.1. Your 1st birth made you a sinner & a loser!
The 2nd birth makes you an Overcomer & a Victor!
3.1.1. A prison inmate scratched on the wall of his cell his philosophy of life: "Born to lose." 
3.1.1.1. We as Christians ought to scratch on the wall of our minds & hearts…“born to win!”

3.1.2. “Overcomes” – (pres. Tense)(implying a continuous battle)
3.2. In Thessalonica, Greece, stands the grand old church of St. Demetrius. 
3.2.1. At one period it was taken over by the Moslems. They plastered over the lovely old Christian paintings on the wall. Many years after, the Moslems left and it became a church again. By that time, everyone had forgotten about those old Christian pictures. Then the church caught fire and the fire cracked the plaster. The old Christian pictures were seen again.
3.2.2. We may not see all our victories yet, but "there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed one day!”

3.3. Story - In Hawaii, because of the time difference with the continental U.S., the NFL Monday Night Football game is played in mid-afternoon, so the local TV station delays its telecast until 6:30 in the evening. When you listen to the game on the radio, which broadcasts it live. Then, because they're my favorite team, I'll watch the game on television, too. - If I know my team has won the game, it influences how I watch it on television. If my team fumbles the ball or throws an interception, it's not a problem. I think, That's bad, but it's okay. In the end, we'll win!

3.4. “Our faith” – Martin Luther said, “Faith is the "yes" of the heart, a conviction on which one stakes one's life.”


4. BORN TO ASSURANCE!  (6-13)
4.1. When we are Born again “we can be quite sure that, here & now, you possess eternal life.”(J.B. Phillips)
4.2. (6-8) 2 problems with these verses: [1] The text itself & [2] The meaning of water & blood!
4.2.1. 1st notice “witness(6,7,8,9,10) & testimony(10,11) & testified(9)”.
4.3. Problem #1 – The Text!
4.3.1. The remainder of vs.7b & 8a is spurious(not authentic)
4.3.1.1. Not a single manuscript contains the “Trinitarian addition” before 800ad, where it was found in some old Latin manuscripts margins, then was finally placed into the Vulgate (Latin Version, by Jerome in 404ad). 
4.3.1.2. The verse was never quoted in the controversies over the Trinity in the 1st 450 years of church history. 
4.3.1.3. F.F.Bruce does a very detailed work on this in his “Epistles of John”.
4.3.1.4. No worries!!! – This does “NOTHING” to the doctrine of the Trinity in the N.T. (you could prove the Trinity in the gospels only w/the epistles tied behind your back!)
4.4. Problem #2 – The Meaning of Water/Blood!
4.4.1. Water & Blood?
4.4.2. [1] The Baptism(water) & Death(blood) of Jesus.
4.4.3. [2] The water & blood that flowed from His side.
4.4.4. [3] Symbolic of purification & redemption.
4.4.5. [4] The sacrament of baptism & the Lord’s supper. 
4.4.5.1. #3 & #4 are symbolical which is refuted by the grammar in which the aorist tense of “came”, refers to actual events. 
4.4.5.2. #2 the words are reversed (Jn.19:34 “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”)
4.4.5.3. #1 is preferred – Baptism & death(speaking of the length of His ministry) 
4.5. (11) “Eternal life” - The writer Savage once said, "If we can say with Seneca 'This life is only a prelude to eternity,' then we need not worry so much about the fittings and furnishings of this anteroom any more than that it will give dignity and purpose to the fleeting days to know they are linked with eternal things as prelude and preparation."

4.6. (13) “These things” – The whole epistle.
4.7. “I have written” - George Whitefield said, “God has condescended to become an author, and yet people will not read his writings. There are very few that ever gave this Book of God, the grand charter of salvation, one fair reading through.”

4.7.1. John Wycliffe's respect for the authority of Scripture drove him to promote an English translation of the Bible. The Roman church bitterly opposed it: "By this translation, the Scriptures have become vulgar, and they are more available to lay, and even to women who can read, than they were to learned scholars, who have a high intelligence. So the pearl of the gospel is scattered and trodden underfoot by swine." 
4.7.1.1. Wycliffe replied, "Englishmen learn Christ's law best in English. Moses heard God's law in his own tongue, so did Christ's apostles." 


4.8. “Eternal Life” - Carved on the walls of the Racic Mausoleum in Cavtat Yugoslavia, are these words, "Find out the secret of love and you will solve the secret of death and believe that life is eternal."
4.9. This verse is one of my favorites in the Bible regarding the Assurance of the believer!



5. BORN TO PRAY!  (14-17)
5.1. Born not only to pray, but also receive from the father!
5.2. (14,15) Dial-A-Prayer has been around for years. 
5.2.1. The Tampa, Florida, chapter of American Atheists installed a 24-hour telephone line called “Dial-An-Atheist.”I wonder if anyone burdened by guilt, anxiety, or fear will seek comfort from “Dial-An-Atheist.” (Most churches in the area are not worried about the competition.)

5.2.2. The believer who is in fellowship w/God will not ask anything that is contrary to God’s will.
5.2.2.1. We pray according to what an All-wise, Infinite, & Holy God desires. 

5.3. (16) Puzzling verse?
5.3.1. If anyone sees(on any occasion) his brother( a fellow Christian) sinning a sin(in the act & continuing that sin) which does not lead to death(provided it is not unto death), he will ask(the asker is the means of intercessory prayer), and He (Jesus) will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death (see below). I do not say that he should pray about that (intercede authoritatively for it, like vs.14,15; as though we were more merciful than God).

5.3.2. “Sins Unto Death” examples?
5.3.2.1. Ananias and Sapphira lied to God about their offering, and they both died (Acts 5:1-11). (hypocrisy & lieing)

5.3.2.2. Some believers at Corinth died because of the way they had acted at the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:30). 

5.3.2.3. And 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 suggests that a certain offender would have died had he not repented and confessed his sin (2 Cor. 2:6-8).

5.3.3. Let’s not miss the burden John lays upon us to pray for any believer whom we see falling into sin!
5.3.3.1. Note 16b – “I do not say he should pray about that” – we do not need encouragement’s not to pray…that comes naturally! - We need encouragement to pray, particularly for others!
5.4. (17) The essence of sin is the refusal to recognize that we are accountable to God at all.


6. BORN SECURE!  (18-21)
6.1. (18) “We know” (5 times in ch. 5, note here 18,19,20) – We know w/certain positive knowledge!
6.1.1. “does not sin” – habitual sinning.
6.1.2. Jesus does the “keeping”!
6.1.2.1. Different from the keep in vs.21. (this keep{tereo} is “to guard as a garrison does”). {the other is phulsasso}
6.1.3. “touch” – only other time is in Jn.20:17 “"Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father;…” not a superficial touching but a grasping hold of.
6.1.3.1. Satan cannot grasp & hold ont to the one begotten of God!
6.2. (19) There are only 2 communities in this word: Gods people & & all others.
6.2.1. One is grasped by Jesus! the other is grasped by Satan!
6.2.2. Jesus will not loosen His grip! Satan will not loosen His grip!
6.2.3. He Christian finds himself in conflict with spiritual enemies. 
6.2.4. The world…is not struggling, but simply being lulled asleep in the grip of Satan!

6.3. (20) “this is the true God” – I believe relates to Jesus(Lenski), bringing this epistles to its high climax…Jesus is God! (Jn.14:6; Jn.17:3)
6.4. (21) “idols” – are “anything which occupies the place due to God!
6.4.1. There is an old Keswick hymn that goes: 
Draw & win & fill completely, 
Till the cup o’erflow the brim; 
What have we to do with idols 
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