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Ecclesiastes 12






9-16-99

“Remember Your Creator in your Youth!”

1. DYING! (1-8)
1.1. We even know statistically, “youth” is the time to find God!
1.1.1. Gracie read even up to 85% are saved before age 14!
1.2. (1,2) “Remember” – not just think about God, but “pay attention to, consider w/the intention of obeying.”
1.2.1. Solomon’s version of Mt. 6:33,34 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
1.3. Solomon now gives us “one of the most imaginative descriptions of old age & death found anywhere in literature.” (www)
1.3.1. He seems to describe a house falling apart & finally turning to dust.
1.3.2. A dwelling place is used often in scripture to describe the human body.
1.3.2.1. 2 Cor.5:1 “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

1.3.2.2. 2 Pet.1:13 “Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you,…”

1.4. (3) keepers of the house tremble – arms & hands in which we use to defend ourselves with, now tremble.
1.5. strong men bow down – legs & knees weaken & you start to bend over.
1.5.1. (Stedman) “It’s when your knees buckle but your belt won’t!”
1.6. grinders cease – start to loose your teeth!
1.7. look through the windows – fading of the eyesight as old age approaches.
1.7.1. Cataracts form, various eye problems develop. 

1.8. (4) doors are shut in the street –  either hearing start to fail, or you keep your mouth shut because you lost your teeth.
1.8.1. Too many missing teeth & the doors of the face & lips start to fall in. 
1.9. sound of the grinding is low – (grinding already referred to as teeth) there’s not too much sound when you gum your food!
1.9.1. No more Grape-Nuts! 
1.10. rise up at sound of bird – You wish you could sleep longer but the littlest sound wakes you up in the morning.
1.11. daughters of music are brought low – increased deafness, when the keyboard of the ear isn’t playing music correctly anymore.
1.12. (5) afraid of height, & terrors in the way – stay away from ladders & heights. - Don’t go out at night.
1.13. almond trees blossom – (what color?) what hair you have left turns white like almond blossoms. 
1.14. Grasshopper is a burden / drags himself along. NIV) – When you wake up in the morning your stiff & get up a little slower each day.
1.15. Desire fails – All appetites start to fail.  - Sexual desire. Guys are glad this is last on the list. 
1.15.1. Now we have Viagra!
1.16. Man goes to his eternal home…the mourners mourn – While you go home, people mourn your death.
1.17. (6) Another reference to knowing God early in life. Not to wait till the end. 
1.18. Silver cord is loosed – ? – 
1.18.1. Some believed back then that death set in, in the base of the brain.
1.18.2. Today doctors test 6 nodules at the base of the brain, if more than 3 are gone you are considered clinically dead. (Joe Foche tape)
1.19. Golden bowl is broken – some see the golden bowl(lamp) hanging from silver thread from ceiling. 
1.19.1. Chain breaks (fragile cord of life) & the light of life goes out.

1.20. Pitcher shattered at the fountain or the wheel broken at the well – i.e. can’t get water up anymore…life ceases.
1.20.1. Pitcher = heart?
1.20.2. Wheel broken – circulation of the blood? The wheel of life which keeps us alive. 
1.20.3. Isn’t it interesting – trying to explain the passing from this life to the next is in many ways similar to trying to explain to a fetus about to pass from his comfortable environment to an unknown world.
1.20.3.1. Your going to pass through a tunnel, there will be a strange sensation, a light at the end of the tunnel, people dressed in white to greet you, there will be a place prepared for you(nursery), your umbilical cord will be cut…you won’t need it for you will breathe air, there will be freedoms to move around & not be so restricted to one location…
1.21. (7) Dust – 
1.21.1. Gen.3:19 “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."

1.21.2. “When the machinery of life stops working, the water of life stops flowing, the heart stops pumping, the blood stops circulating, & death has come, the spirit leaves the body, the body begins to decay, then we eventually turns to dust!” (ww, loose quote)

1.21.3. We’ve done a good job at “disguising” aging in our day – artificial teeth, wigs, glasses, contact lenses, dentures, artificial limbs. 
1.21.3.1. We can take ourselves apart & put us to bed. 

1.22. Where does your spirit go when you die? 
1.22.1. Proof of life after death!
1.23. (8) Again, the emphasis is “emptiness to life w/o God”!
1.23.1. The book closes as it began. (1:2)


2. LEARNING! (9-12)
2.1. Someone said, “Life is a school, except that sometimes you don’t know what the lessons are until you have failed the examination.”
2.2. What Solomon shared were words that were:
2.2.1. Wise – He studied many subjects, some conclusions he wrote down in Proverbs.
2.2.2. Orderly – After studying he weighed his conclusions carefully & then put them in an orderly fashion. 
2.2.3. Acceptable – He used acceptable words(gracious, pleasing) 
2.2.3.1. You can use delightful words w/o diluting the message!
2.2.3.2. Like Jesus was able to combine Grace & Truth!
2.2.3.2.1. Jn.1:17 “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
2.2.4. Like Goads – The goads prod the people to pay attention & to pursue truth.
2.2.5. Like Nails – The nails give them something to hang what they learned. 
2.2.5.1. Good teaching requires both: 
2.2.5.2. Students – motivated to study & learn.
2.2.5.3. Teachers – are to nail down lessons so they make sense. (www)

2.2.6. Inspired – “one Shepherd” – God (Ps.23:1)
2.2.6.1. “Inspiration is one of the special ministries of the Holy Spirit, enabling men of God, to write the word of God, the way He wanted it, complete & w/o error.”
2.3. (12) This seems to be a neg. on learning.
2.3.1. No, Solomon warns against going beyond what God has written.
2.3.2. He studied all these other sources, but you can’t ever put them in front of Gods word. 
2.3.3. NIV – “Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them(the words of the wise).”
2.3.4. Don’t test God’s word by mans word – but man’s word by God’s!
2.4. Learning: Our textbook/Bible; Teacher/H.S.; Instructor/human teachers w/gift of teaching.
2.4.1. Yet He longs to teach us personally from His word – Ps.119:97-104

3. FEARING & OBEYING! (13,14)
3.1. Court scenes on TV - Before the verdict is read there is usually a moment of silence. - “We find the defendant……guilty!”
3.2. “Some people are only spending their lives; others are wasting their lives; a few are investing their lives.” (ww)
3.2.1. Corrie Ten Boon “The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration but its donation!”
3.3. For our lives to count do these 3 things!
3.3.1. [1] Fear God – 
3.3.1.1. Eccl. ends where Prov. Began (1:7)
3.3.1.2. Fear God – an attitude of reverence & awe that we show to Him because we love & respect Him.
3.3.1.3. An unholy fear drives people away – a holy fear brings them to their knees in loving submission. 
3.3.1.4. “When you fear God, you fear nothing else; if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.” (Oswald Chambers)
3.3.2. [2] Keep His Commandments – 
3.3.2.1. Why keep His? – He created you – wrote the manual about you & how you work – knows how you need to be managed.
3.3.2.1.1. Wise is the person who reads & obeys the instruction amnual!
3.3.3. [3] Prepare for final judgment – 
3.3.3.1. He shall judge the Rt. & the wicked (3:17). 
3.3.3.2. Every work (deed) every secret (hidden) thing. 
3.3.3.3. “Let His poker of purification burn to the marrow of your bones!”
3.4. The Conclusion? – Don’t limit yourself to looking “under” the sun…look Who’s above it! – Fear Him, Obey Him, Love Him!
